THE   TIMES   HISTORY   OF   THE   WAR.
339
BRIDGE  BUILDING  BY   THE  AUSTRALIANS. Building a pontoon bridge across the Irrigation Canal.
attacked tho Oanal, and might havo destroyed most, of their artillery and pontoons. But the chance was lost, and it was not till a week after tho main body of DjouwFs army had crossed tho Biiilnn Pass with guns and equipment intact that II.M.S. Doris appeared oft' Alex-androtta.
In spito of the valuo of Aloxandretta to the Gorman (jovornmont and its capitalist allies who hoped to exploit and control tho Turkish Hmpiro hi Asia by means of tlio Baghdad Railway, little* had been done to protect tho town against naval attack. A merchantman, afterwards destroyed by the Doris's erew, had been sunk in tho bay; half a do/,on mines are said to have been laid down uoar AyoH. Some tronehos wore constructed along tho shore and on the Bailan Pass, But the failure to take any effectivo measures to rentier it diflirult for hostile warships to land parties and attack the railway is difficult t-o (explain.
On Doeember 15 tho British protected cruiser Doris loft Asktiion, whore, she hud boon engaged hi some minor operations. On tho 17th she appeared off Aioxandrotta and bombarded and destroyed four bridges on the road and railway leading from Alexandretta to J'ayas. JHer c.tptmu presented an ultimatum to tho Turkish commandant at Alexandretta ordering tho surrender or destruction of tho railway station, wharf, and warlike stores in the town. Failing HIM he threatened to bombard Alexandrotta, a garrison town within tho war area. On tho 18th tho Doris's guns destroyed a train laden with camels for the Syrian army* and a landing party dispersed some Turkish troops near tho Dort-Yol railway bridge and blow the bridge* up with dynamite, losing one man wounded
during the operation. The Turks at Alcxandretta, having taken, no notice of the first ultimatum, a second ultimatum was served on their commander demanding the surrender of all war material in the town, failing which the Doris would bo obliged to have recourse to a bombardment. This ultimatum elicited an angry telegraphic message from Djemal Pasha at Damascus, who threatened to execute Allied subjects interned at that city should any Ottoman non-combatants be killed by the British warship's guns. It was a characteristically Turkish proceeding. Either the British were to withdraw, leaving tho engines and war material at Alexandretta untouched, or they were to endanger their countrymen's lives by carrying out a necessary operation of war after giving full warning to tho townsfolk and tho authorities. Tho captain of tho Doris replied to Dj< maJ Pasha that ho would be held responsible for tho death of the Allied subjects ho proposed to execute. Tho American Embassy at Constantinople now used its influence with the Porte in order to induce the Ottoman military authorities in Syria to take a more reasonable view and, much of the war material in the town havir.g boon removed uridor cover of the negotiations, it was finally agreed that the two railway engines at Alexandretta should bo blown up by tho Turks themselves. On December 21 a landing party arrived under the white flag to witness tho destruction of the engines. The Turks professed to have no high explosives. The captain of the Doris offered to supply them. The Turks agreed, but when all was ready their 'parlementaires became obstructive. They would not allow our men to blow the engines up, and they professed to bo unable to find Turkish officers at Alexandretta with the necessary